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In 1903, W.E.B. Du Bois warned that “Negro blood has a message for the World.”1 

Over a century past his premonition, the social field continues to be saturated with 

this foreboding blood. Such blood stains the very ground on which we stand, the very 

field in which we see, the very atmosphere through which we feel. In cyclical fashion, 

summer after summer, national attention fixes itself on the effects of a state-

condoned anti-Black genocide that is neither historically unprecedented, nor wholly 

grasped in its systemic totality. In this anti-Black heteropatriarchal capitalist world, 

under white civil society’s reign of terror, every summer is a red summer; every day is 

marked by the ceaseless shedding of Black blood. What is its message for the world? 

How can we assure the world listens? The works collected in this inaugural issue of 

Propter Nos mark the first in a series of attempts to bring together a wide range of 

critical analyses and poetic projects that decipher the message written in blood. The 

goal of this first publication is to produce a space for commentary and reflection on 

the last half-decade of an emergent Black protest movement. Forgoing a paternalistic 

posture or the assumption that a “pure” form of political consciousness is attainable, 

our publishing collective sees the role of this publication as merely a tool among 

many other tools. With this publication we only wish to 1.) problematize the 

discourse that frames and informs the popular movement’s terms of engagement, 2.) 

generate modes of analysis that demystify the circulation and consumption of images 

of racial and sexual violence in the media, 3.) revise and revisit the three-pronged 

cultural project of the Black arts, aesthetics, and studies movements, 4.) provide an 

outlet in which information from counterintelligence operations for the Black 

movement against the racist capitalist state can be recorded, accumulated, and 

disseminated. 

 We are inhabiting a so-called “movement moment.” But of more profound 

importance might be conceptualizing how we also inhabit a reformist moment—one 

in which the rhetorics, iconography, and cultural structures that normalize state 

terror and gendered-racial criminalization are in the process of significant changes. 

As history has proven, so long as the root structures of this system and worldview are 
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left intact, white-supremacist law-and-order will merely be reformed, refashioned, 

and reproduced. Emphasizing this perspective on the current historical moment, 

demands that we not only see the perpetuation of this system in the promotion of 

“Trumpism” and reactionary white nationalist interests, but with the Black protest 

movement’s co-optation by multiculturalist liberals of the Democratic Party (are they 

not also US nationalists?), the maneuvers of a Black managerial class to redirect 

dissidence and political insurrection, and the disciplining of radical praxis by 

optimistic postracial progressives of all stripes. Pushing such a framework further, an 

organizing principle of this publication not only contemplates the liberal reformist 

character of the dominant political discourse, but urges readers to also consider the 

Black protest movement’s own internal contradictions and compatibility with settler 

state hegemony, corporate capitalism, and bourgeois ideals—a critical move that also 

concerns itself with the impact of patriarchy, misogyny, homophobia, transphobia 

ableism, opportunism, pacifism, and anti-Black racism within our organizations and 

community spaces. We therefore suggest an application of the Black Liberation 

Army’s principle of “unity-criticism-unity” (which differs drastically from tepid liberal 

conceptions of postracist “unity” and “coalition”).2 It is a principle attuned to the 

demands of unity with accountability and requires that our own movements and the 

ethical basis of collective action is subjected to persistent analysis, reassessment, and 

critique. This also applies to the analysis of strategy, tactics, operations, logistics, and 

the politics of organization. Moreover, we hope this publication can in some small 

way contribute to the further growth of an autonomous base of power for the 

Black/Prisoner liberation struggle; one that transcends the spatial and material 

limitations of the current social order. Future issues of Propter Nos will thus be 

dedicated to imagining, outlining, and further establishing lines of communication, 

theorizing, and pedagogical practice between “free” and “unfree” worlds. 

 Our publishing collective takes seriously the matter and materiality of Black 

life. It follows that the work collected in this first issue is indebted to a long political-

intellectual tradition of Black theorists, cultural workers, educators, and radical 

activists whose work has aimed to deconstruct the shifting regimes of gratuitous 

violence that scaffold white civil society and American social formation. Whether 

through positionality, circumstance, or political inheritance, this milieu stretches 

across New World time and space: from the scholarly pursuits of early Black 

abolitionists and the conspiring of enslaved populations; to the militant writings of 

the first anti-lynching crusades and the consolidation of Womanism and Black 

Feminism as formal theoretical arsenals; from the strategists of underground 

Black/New Afrikan fighting formations, to the ongoing work of imprisoned radicals 

and queer Black, Brown, and Indigenous activists in certain strains of the movement 

to abolish the Prison Industrial Complex.  
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 It is with respect paid to such forbearers that we adopt for this publication the 

title of Propter Nos. Jamaican philosopher Sylvia Wynter invokes the phrase “Propter 

Nos” to rethink the sense of “we” that was universalized after Europe’s genocidal 

conquest of the so-called “New World.” Her essay “1492: A New World View” argues 

that Columbus’ first voyage was animated by a white humanist poetics of the propter 

nos (in Latin: “created for our sake”). This Eurocentric conception of Civilization and 

human existence was based on a vision of the planet divinely created for the white 

European being—in contrast to an older medieval Christian worldview that saw most 

of the earth uninhabitable and humans as powerless, sinful creatures.3 The Nos (or 

collective “we”) in this parasitic order of humanism is constituted on the exclusion of 

the Native, the Negro, and the human Other from a subject-position founded on the 

norm of white European/Euro-American “Man.” Within this conception of the 

propter nos, Wynter argues that the social and racial position of Blackness is located 

firmly outside of the collective human “we,” occupying the lowest rung in the Great 

Chain of Being, and thus, rendered disposable, enslavable, an indispensible 

commodity. However, following the anticolonial, antiimperialist, and Black 

liberationist upheavals of the 1950s and 1960s, she notes how a new conception of 

propter nos began to emerge, compelled by Black people around the world 

attempting to abolish this “system of symbolic representations” that fixed the Black as 

the absolute true Other of the modern “human” (i.e. Man). By assembling this 

inaugural issue, True Leap Press aims to further this radical cultural-political and 

intellectual project, toward the historic fulfillment of a world based on a different 

poetics of the propter nos. 
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